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Introduction


The data search portal providing a single point of entry to all Scratchpad data will provide a means for a user to search all Scratchpads indexed in the EDIT Common Data Model (CDM).  We plan to import taxonomic data from different Scratchpads into the CDM via the tools to export and import Darwin Core Archive (DwC-A) data from Scratchpads. Our strategy, including references to delivered outputs and existing services is outlined below. 

Proposed implementation

We intend to use the Scratchpads registry to access metadata for the available Scratchpads. The source information can be used to access data for export from Scratchpads and provide source information to the CDM to be used for the ViBRANT CDM index.

A DwC-A export Scratchapds module has been developed which requires a URL to download a zip file containing the Scratchpad data in DwC-A format [1]. We intend to use the metadata derived from the Scratchpads registry to provide the necessary source information to harvest all available Scratchpads.  One possibility is to create an additional file (eml.xml) containing the metadata describing the Scratchpad [3] and add this to our DwC-A export. Thus the necessary source data can then be made available to the CDM when the DwC-A file containing the Scratchpads data is imported.

We have implemented software in Java to import data in DwC-A format into the CDM. This has been tested with data created from a inventing a simple biological classification in Scratchpads2. This will be tested further with the eMonocot Scratchpads data and then with the other available Scratchpads.

We have implemented web service methods to search the CDM-ViBRANT index for distinct taxonomic names and search for associated taxonomic data, including reference and link to the original source of the data. We developed a user interface to enable users to search this index [2]. We intend to use and extend this interface to create a data search portal for the Scratchpads data, harvested as described above.

User Interface for CDM –ViBRANT index

The user interface of our prototype search portal for querying the VIBRANT-CDM index is available at:
http://160.45.63.201/vibrant_index/vibrant_names.html

Further work

Several of the individual components required for the implementation of the Scratchpads data source portal have been implemented [1,2]. The next step is to implement the automatic harvesting of Scratchpads data and test the full workflow with Scratchpads data from several different sites.
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